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« Support our fight with your art! », Volodymyr Zelensky launched a solemn appeal to 
the art world gathered for the opening of the Venice Biennale.

As artists, we don’t want to remain silent in the face of the war in Ukraine.
Art at this time should be at the service of peace.

«I’m not asking you to fight with us, but know that I’m fighting for you, don’t forget me!» 
In 2019, a student protester in Hong Kong surrounded by police during the protests against 
the law imposed by Beijing shouted these words that had a deep impact on us. In 2022 in 
Ukraine, civilians have once again chosen to resist their attackers: they are fighting for them, 
for us, for democracy, for freedom.
« Do not forget me!» These words resonate again, this time spoken by Ukrainians.
Art at this time must be at the service of peace. This is why, during the month of May, in the 
heart of the European Capital, we will display our flags for democracy and peace to say that 
we are with the peoples whose freedom and life are currently threatened.

The history of flags

In 2019 we were preparing a public art installation in Hong Kong. We didn’t want to remain 
neutral towards the pro-democracy protesters and we wanted to tell them as artists: «you 
are not alone, we are with you». But to get this message of solidarity across, we had to avoid 
official censorship. We then had the idea of using international maritime language by incorpo-
rating into our installation flags which signified «We are in distress - We have received your 
distress message» and «bon voyage». The censors had not seen the hidden messages and 
the project had been launched. Unfortunately the arrival of COVID 19 canceled everything.
Two years have passed and the democratic world is again threatened. This time, in Europe, 
the Ukrainians, a sovereign people who took their destiny themselves, are under the bombs. 
A large part of the civilians chose to stay in the country ravaged by tanks and missiles, to fight 
and defend their freedom. Again, we are touched by these images of people asking people 
like us, on this side of Europe where we still have this freedom, not to forget them. We feel the 
urgency to convey this message of solidarity, of fraternity, which is why we are going to dis-
play our flags for democracy and peace at the Ga- leries Royales Saint-Hubert to respond to 
the call we heard «Don’t forget us!»

3rd May is World Press Freedom Day. We have chosen to inaugurate this installation on this 
symbolic date to pay tribute to the journalists who are also on the front lines (in the figurative 
sense, here, as well as in the literal sense, in Ukraine), since war is also war about informa-
tion and truth.
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The maritime flag «We are in distress - We 
have received your message of distress» 
with a heart, international language of love.

The maritime flag
«bon voyage» with the international sign 
Peace.

The wounded eye flag in the colors of 
Ukraine. The eyes around the injured eye 
symbolize our testimonies. We see every-
thing that happens, we will not forget.

The wounded eye flag (without color) for all 
democracies that are under attack.


