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BRUSSELS
CEMETERY

Exploring the

A TRAIL AND QUIZ FOR CHILDREN AND ADULTS 



EN
TRANCE

EASY

DI
FFICULT

Explore this burial ground  
in 16 stages. Here is the map 
of your trail.

At each stop, there is an EASY question 
for children and a more DIFFICULT one 
for adults. 

Welcome to 
the Brussels 
cemetery!

8th Avenue

4th Avenue16th Path

14th PathGrand Avenue

Grand Avenue

15th Path

17th Path

Bourgmestres R
oundabout - Bourgmest

re
s 

R
ou

nd
ab

out -

2th Avenue

3th Avenue

22
th

 P
at

h

6th Avenue

10th Avenue

18th Path

20th Path

                        12th Avenue

24th Path

Bischo�chem Roundabou
t

7th
 Avenue

23th
 Path

23
th

 P
at

h

25th Path

25th Path

21th Path

5th Avenue

9th Avenue

  -   North R
oundabout   -    N

or
th

 R
ou

nd

about             

                
          13th Avenue

13th Avenue

29
th

 P
at

h

27th Path

Avenue Monumentale

M
on

um
en

ta
l A

ve
nu

e

63
th

 A
ve

nu
e

59th Avenue

11
th

 A
v e

nu
e                       57th Avenue

7th Avenue

9th Avenue

        
         

     51th Path                           51th Path

49th Path

  45th Path                           45th Path

31th Path

33th Path

Allies R
ou

n
dabout - Allies R

ou
n

da
bo

ut  -

53th Path

55th Path  

55th Path  

37
th

 P
at

h

  4
1t

h 
Pa

th
 

 4
3t

h 
Pa

th

35
th

 P
at

h

19
th

 P
at

h

47th Path

 4
3t

h 
Pa

th

53th Path

  3
9t

h 
Pa

th
 

Rond Point des Allem

ands - Rond Poi
nt

 d
es

 A
lle

m
ands -

SCATTER LAWN

COLUMBARIUM

APIARY

ORCHARD

INSECT 
HOTEL

1
2 3

4

5

6
7

8

9

10

11
12

13 14

16
15

2 3



stage 2
Go to the second grave situated on  
the right of Charles Bauwens’ grave.  
It belongs to the Segers-Viceroy family.

EASY

  On the column, do you see 
a crown of flowers? It represents 
eternity, in other words something 
that never ends. What is the shape of 
the crown?  

A square

A circle

A triangle 

stage 1
After passing through the cemetery gates, 
walk down the main avenue in front of you, 
go straight ahead and look for a large column 
on the left. This adorns the grave of the 
musician Edouard Bauwens.

EASY

  What did the family have 
installed above their memorial?  

An owl because the family  
loved animals

A star because it was a very  
famous family 

 

A cross because it was  
a Christian family

DI
FFICULT

  The column is topped by a 
musical instrument: a lyre. During his 
lifetime, Edouard Bauwens was the 
head of a choir. What was the name 
given to his group of singers?   

Chorale de Bruxelles  
(Brussels Choir)

Orphéon Royal de Bruxelles  
(Royal Brussels Orpheum)

Orphéon de la Grand-Place  
(Orpheum of the Grand-Place)

DI
FFICULT

  At the bottom of the 
monument, you can see two torches 
with their flames pointing 
downwards. An upturned flame 
represents the end of life. Why?

It points to the underworld

It is extinguished due to the lack  
of oxygen

It is a sign of chaos 
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stage 3
Turn around and go to the other side of the Grand Avenue.  
Look for a grave that looks similar to the one we have just seen.  
If you look carefully, you can read the name: LECHAIT. 

stage 4
Continue along the 4th avenue to the right. 
On your left is a white grave with a cross. 
Prince Galitzin is buried here.

EASY

  The column is not whole.  
It is said to be 

broken

ripped off

disfigured

DI
FFICULT

  What does a broken column 
on a grave symbolise?

A person who died young

A person who died in old age

A person who has done good  
in their lifetime 

EASY

  The prince was Russian.  
What script is used for the inscription 
on his cross?

Chinese script

Cyrillic script

Arabic script

DI
FFICULT

  Why does Prince Galitzin have 
two dates of birth and two dates of 
death marked on his grave?

Because his half-brother,  
who died almost at the same time  

as he did, is also buried here

Because one date corresponds  
to our calendar, and the other to  

the Russian Orthodox religious calendar  
(which is 13 days later than ours)

Because the worker responsible  
for inscribing the dates made  

a mistake and it had to be corrected
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stage 5
A little further on, on the same 
lawn, you’ll find four stones 
aligned upright. Each bears a 
crown and they mark the four 
graves of the Van der Elst family. 

stage 6
Keep walking along the lawn. In front of you, you’ll see a large 
monument. Before 1830, Belgium was not a country in its own 
right. This monument was built to honour those who lost their 
lives fighting for Belgian independence in 1830. 
 

EASY

  The four gravestones are of 
different sizes. Which stone is placed 
in front?

The smallest

The largest

DI
FFICULT

  Placed in a line from the 
smallest to the largest, the four 
tombstones together are reminiscent 
of cartoon characters. Which ones?

The Avengers 

The Dalton brothers

The Smurfs

EASY

  Which animal on the 
monument represents Belgium?

The wolf

The lion

The eagle 

DI
FFICULT

  Find the dates written on 
the front of the monument. They 
correspond to the days of the Belgian 
revolution in 1830. In which month 
did those who fought in Brussels 
to make Belgium an independent 
country give their lives?  

August

September

October
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stage 7
Take the small path on the left 
(16th path). On your left, look for 
the Forneville family monument.
 

stage 8
Follow the path to the 
roundabout. On the other 
side is a very large monument 
bearing the name of Jules 
Anspach.

EASY

  What do you see at the foot of 
the column?

A sword reminiscent of war

A book that recalls the history  
of the Fornevilles

A poppy flower that symbolises sleep

DI
FFICULT

  As the broken column 
indicates, Antoine Forneville died 
young. At what age exactly?   

26 years

28 years

32 years 

EASY

  Of which major Belgian city 
was Jules Anspach the mayor?  

Antwerp

Liege

Brussels 
 

DI
FFICULT

  At the top of the monument, 
you can see an hourglass. The 
hourglass represents the passing 
of time, as if each grain of sand 
were a day in our lives. Some of the 
hourglasses you see in this cemetery 
have wings. What kind of wings do you 
recognise here?

Swallow wings 

Bat wings

Angel wings 
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stage 10
Stand in front of the sphinx and 
then take the path to the right 
(23rd path). Continue to the end and 
turn left at the ‘Grande Avenue’.

Walk to the first crossroads and 
look for the sphinx. A sphinx is 
an imaginary creature with the 
head of a man and the body of 
a lion. This one adorns the grave 
of Paulette Verdoot, a famous 
dancer at the Opéra Royal de la 
Monnaie in the 1910s.

EASY

  Which country does this 
monument remind you of?

Italy

China

Egypt

DI
FFICULT

  Behind the sphinx, you can 
see flowers carved in the stone. These 
flowers were very important in ancient 
Egyptian culture. What is the name of 
this flower?

Poppy

Lotus

Tulip

On your left you will see a very 
large lawn. Go to the entry gate 
a little further on and enter 
the lawn area. This space was 
designated to honour the soldiers 
who died during the two World 
Wars (1914 to 1918 and 1940 to 
1945). These soldiers came from 
Britain and several other Allied 
countries. 

 

EASY

   In the centre of the lawn 
is a monument in the shape of a 
cross. It is adorned with a weapon 
reminiscent of a fighting soldier. 
Which weapon is it? 

A sword

A rifle

A knife  

 

DI
FFICULT

  Here lie soldiers from 
different countries. One of these 
countries is represented by a maple 
leaf. Which one? 

Australia

Poland

Canada 

stage 9
Stand in front of the Jules Anspach 
monument and then take the path  
to the left (25th path). 
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stage 11
Leave the lawn area through the gate you came through.  
Turn left and, at the crossroads, look out for a grave on the right 
adorned with a sculpture of a man and woman holding a baby. 
This is the funeral monument of Jean Volders, founder of the 
Belgian Workers’ Party in 1885.  

 

stage 12
With the Jean Volders monument in front of you, take the avenue 
on the left (12th avenue). On the left, along the wall, you can see 
the tomb of Joséphine de Montholon. Her godfather was the 
French Emperor Napoleon Bonaparte.
 

EASY

  The Belgian Workers’ Party 
wanted to improve the poorest 
people’s lives. You can tell by the 
sculptured woman’s clothes and shoes 
that she is not rich. What kind of 
shoes does she wear?   

Boots

 Clogs

Fine heels   

DI
FFICULT

  Read the inscription at the 
bottom of the monument. What 
attitude has the sculptor given to the 
couple, who represent the people?     

Heads bowed, crying 

Heads held high, victorious

Heads held high, with a slight smile 
 

EASY

  Drawings can be seen on 
the stone. They represent the ‘de 
Montholon’ family; this is called 
a coat of arms or a blazon. Which 
animal and which flower do you see?

A hen and three roses

A sheep and three roses

A sheep and three tulips 

DI
FFICULT

  Josephine died at a very young 
age. At what age exactly? 

8 months and few days

18 months and a few days

20 months and few days 
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stage 13
Continue along 12th avenue. At the “Y” 
junction, turn right onto the 6th avenue. 
On your right, look for the Waldeck-Rousseau 
family memorial. It is adorned with a broken 
column like the ones we have seen before. 

stage 14
Continue along the 6th avenue to the crossroads.  
At the crossroads, turn left and head for the large monument 
at the back. It honours the British soldiers who died fighting 
the troops of the Emperor Napoleon Bonaparte during the 
Battle of Waterloo in 1815. 
 

EASY

  Looking at the photo on 
the monument, we can tell that the 
deceased’s occupation was...   

A firefighter

A baker

A sailor

DI
FFICULT

  Take a closer look at the 
monument. Select the symbolic 
elements that you can see.

Photo of a man wearing a sailor’s uniform 
(pom-pom beret and striped jersey)

Hourglass

Bow (front part) of a boat

Waves

Pirate flag

Binoculars

Broken column

Coat of arms

Ropes

EASY

  The lion is the king of the 
animals. Here, it characterises the 
strength and courage of the soldiers. 
Walk around the monument.  
How many lions can you see? 

2

3

4

DI
FFICULT

  The female sculpture at the top 
of the monument is Britannia.  
It is an allegory, in other words a 
figure that represents something else. 
Here the woman represents Britain 
and the British Empire. As Britain is 
an island, Britannia holds a three-
pronged pitchfork. What is the name 
of this fork which is also used in 
underwater fishing?     

A marine fork

A trident

A marine torch
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stage 15
Pass behind the Battle of Waterloo monument and turn right 
onto the 8th avenue. Further down the avenue, on the left, 
look for a grave adorned with a small, white broken column. 
Here lies Massa Motono, whose father was a diplomat who 
travelled extensively with his family.

stage 16
Turn around. On the opposite 
lawn is the monument to the 
Hollevoet-Gailly family.
 

 

EASY

  The letters engraved on 
the column correspond to which 
language?

Russian

Arabic

Japanese

DI
FFICULT

  In which city was Massa 
Motono born?

Saint-Malo 

Saint-Germain

Saint Petersburg

EASY

  Look at the star. How many 
branches does it have? 

4

5

6

DI
FFICULT

  Look at the two hands 
clasping each other. In cemeteries, 
these two hands are called “the 
beautiful alliance”. This is a symbol of 

peace between two countries

an agreement between two friends 

the unity of a couple  

Continue along the 8th avenue 
towards the exit of the cemetery. 

Thank you for your visit! 
Please to come back to this 
cemetery or any other cemetery 
with your family.  You can enjoy 
another trail and quiz at the 
Laeken cemetery. 

18 19



For more information, please visit 
www.brussels.be/cemeteries  
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1 EASY A circle  
DIFFICULT Royal Brussels Orpheum

2 EASY A cross because it is a Christian family 
DIFFICULT It is extinguished due to the lack  
of oxygen

3 EASY Broken 
DIFFICULT A person who died young 

4 EASY Cyrillic script                                                                                                   
DIFFICULT One date corresponds to our 
calendar, and the other to the Russian Orthodox 
religious calendar

5 EASY The smallest one  
DIFFICULT The Dalton brothers 

6 EASY The lion  
DIFFICULT September

7 EASY A flower 
DIFFICULT 28 years 

8 EASY The City of Brussels 
DIFFICULT Angel wings

9 EASY Egypt 
DIFFICULT The lotus 

10 EASY A sword 
DIFFICULT Canada 

11 EASY Clogs 
DIFFICULT Heads bowed, crying 

12 EASY A sheep and three roses 
DIFFICULT 20 months and a few days 

13 EASY Sailor 
DIFFICULT Photo of a man wearing a sailor’s 
uniform, bow of a boat, waves, ropes 

14 EASY 3 
DIFFICULT A trident 

15 EASY Japanese 
DIFFICULT St. Petersburg

16 EASY 5  
DIFFICULT The unity of a couple  

answers 


